Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Mayor:
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RESOLUTION 2015-602
A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF JOHN ROOD TO THE JACKSONVILLE PORT AUTHORITY, REPLACING ROBERT F. SPOHRER, PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 5 (JACKSONVILLE PORT AUTHORITY), CHARTER OF THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE, FOR AN UNEXPIRED TERM EXPIRING SEPTEMBER 30, 2015; and subsequently reappointing Mr. Rood to a first full term to expire September 30, 2019; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Appointment. The Council hereby confirms the Mayor’s appointment of John Rood to the Jacksonville Port Authority, replacing Robert F. Spohrer, pursuant to Article 5 (Jacksonville Port Authority), Charter of the City of Jacksonville, for an unexpired term expiring September 30, 2015; and subsequently reappointing Mr. Rood to a first full term to expire Septmber 30, 2019.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:  Margaret M. Sidman 
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John D. Rood
Chairman
The Vestcor Companies, Inc.

Mr. Rood began his real estate career in 1983 as founder of The Vestcor Companies. Under his direction,
the company focused on brokerage of multifamily properties and then expanded into real estate
investments, development, and construction. As the managing partner for over 71 investment
partnerships, Mr. Rood is responsible for acquisition or development, management and disposition of
properties in the portfolio. A total of fifty-seven communities, consisting of over 10,000 units, have been
acquired or developed by partnerships managed by Mr. Rood.

In September of 2004, President George W. Bush appointed Mr. Rood as United States Ambassador to
the Commonwealth of the Bahamas where he served until 2007. An April, 2005 article from 7he
Freeport News, commented, “John D. Rood is the quintessential diplomat. Ever since he presented his
credentials 1o Governor General Dame vy Dumont, he has been a model diplomat, as he has sought to
keep the promise he made to “work with my Bahamian friends, old and new, to advance our common
interests and to help attain lasting prosperity and security for our two countries and the region.”

The Ambassador’s commitment to public and professional service is reflected in his many activities
outside his professional life. In 1999, Florida Governor Jeb Bush appointed Ambassador Rood to the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, where he served as both a commissioner and
chairman until 2004. Mr. Rood is a former board member of the James Madison Institute. He is a
Rotarian and past president of the Rotary Club of Mandarin. He was a member of the University of North
Florida Business Advisory Council and has served as a visiting professor at the university. U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development Secretary Mel Martinez appointed Mr. Rood to the
Advisory Council on Renewal Communities to help local communities take advantage of tax incentives (o
stimulate job growth and economic development. Mr. Rood was appointed by Mayor John Peyton to
serve as co-chairman on the Jacksonville Journey. This program addressed the rise in Jacksonville’s
crime and resulted in a multifaceted approach which was implemented by Mayor Peyton. Mr. Rood is a
board member of the Tiger Academy which provides the children of Jacksonville’s northwest quadrant a_
structured and nurturing learning environment. In 2009, Ambassador Rood was appointed by Florida
Governor Crist as the Republican Party of Florida Finance Chairman. Mr. Rood served on the board of
Alico Inc. (ALCO) from May 2009 until November 2013. In January 2010, Mr. Rood was appointed by
Governor Crist to serve on the Board of Governors of the State University System where he was a
member until September 2013. In April 2010, Mr. Rood received an honorary degree of Doctor of Laws
from Flagler College in recognition of his public service. Mr. Rood was elected fo membership on the
Board of Trustees ol Flagler College in October 2010. In 2012, he became a member of the Board of
Advisors for the JU Public Policy Institute. He is a current member of the Florida Council of 100. Mr.
Rood currently serves on the Board of Directors of Fidelity National Financial, Inc. He is also a member
of the Board of Directors and Chair of the Audit and Risk Committees of Black Knight Financial
Services.

Mr. Rood is the proud father of three children. He is a licensed pilot and an avid sportsman.




